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A 63-year-old woman with a mechanical bileaflet mitral valve (MV) (St.Jude
Medical Heart Valve: St.Jude Medical and Abott, St.paul, MN) underwent
catheter ablation for drug-refractory symptomatic atrial tachycardia. During left
atrial mapping by PentaRay catheter on CARTO system (Biosense Webster, Inc,
Diamond Bar, CA), the catheter was suddenly entrapped in the mechanical MV
with the fixation of the ipsilateral disc (Figure). Simple traction freed the
catheter to leave the distal portion of two spine tips behind, which remained in
the left inferior pulmonary vein and the right deep femoral artery. After
non-restricted motion of mechanical MV was confirmed, catheter ablation was
performed as scheduled.

In in-vitro verification, the entrapment of the spines in the hinge point was
replicated only when the PentaRay catheter was pulled back at the timing of the
disc closing. Furthermore, the entrapped spines were easily released by

advancement of the catheter.
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